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On the other hand, in Ontario, where the mean was higher than the general average, 
47-7 p.c. of the total male and 45-6 p.c. of the total female, or 47-2 p.c. of the 
general aggregate, were paid 50-5 p.c. of the total wages disbursed. The fact that 
average wages in Alberta and British Columbia were lower than in Saskatchewan 
was partly a result of the seasonal nature of some of the mdustries in these provinces, 
especially fish and fruit-preserving and sawmilling in British Columbia. 

22.—Employees on Salaries and Wages in Manufacturing Industries and Average 
Salary and Wage, by Provinces, 1924 and 1925. 
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Average Earnings in 40 Leading Industries.—Table 23 is a record of 
employees by sex and of average salaries and wages paid in the 40 leading industries 
of Canada during 1925, together with the average number of days the establishments 
in each industry operated. Averages for 1924 are also given. 

Average Salaries.—In 18 industries the average salaries were in excess of 
$2,000; in 19 they ranged between $1,500 and $2,000, while in only three were 
they below $1,500 during 1925. None of the four groups paying the highest salaries 
—smoking and chewing tobacco, rolled products, pig iron, steel products and ferro
alloys, sugar refining and leather tanning—reported a proportion of female workers 
equal to the general percentage in the 40 industries, while the numbers employed 
were comparatively small. In the groups paying an average salary of over $2,000, 
only the automobile, castings and forgings, hardware and tools, paints and varnishes, 
hosiery and knit goods and leather footwear industries employed more than the 
general proportion of female office help. 

The lowest salaries, ranging between $1,000 and $1,500, were reported in the 
butter and cheese, fish-curing and packing and electric light and power industries, 
in all of which the percentage of women workers was below the average. Various 
factors contributed to reduce the mean yearly remuneration of these groups. Fish-
preserving plants operate during a very short active season; butter and cheese 
factories, which also work below the average number of days, are mainly situated 
in small towns and country places, while the regularity of the work has an effect 
upon salaries in such establishments as electric light and power plants, many of 
which are also located in the smaller centres. 

Average Wages.—The highest wages, varying between $1,300 and $1,600, 
were paid in the non-ferrous metal smelting, automobile, petroleum, electric light 
and power, rolled products, pig iron, steel products and ferro-alloys, acids, alkalies, 
salts and compressed gases, and printing and publishing mdustries, in all of which 


